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Getting Past Handwringing

Cincinnati City Council passed the Environmental Justice Ordinance on June 24, 20089.
However, there is a long history which led to this watershed event. The Cincinnati

neighborhoods of Winton Hills and Spring Grove Village (formerly Winton Place) have had more
than their fair share of waste disposal facilities including the now -closed Elda landfill and a
municipal waste incinerator. It took years of community action to get these facilities shut down
and to begin restoration. Never -the -less, in the late 1990s, Winton Hills was targeted for yet
another waste disposal facility, a solid waste transfer station which is a facility where trash
gathered from a large area in small trucks and reloaded onto large trucks to be hauled away.

More waste hauled into the community from elsewhere, more potential for odors and vermin,

and more heavy truck traffic were all concerns. So, the community fought off the project with
everything they had.

The Cincinnati City Council backed them up with a resolution opposing the facility and the
Cincinnati Board of Health had the courage to formally adopt the finding that the additional
environmental burden on the community constituted an environmental justice problem.
However, a united front opposing the project was not enough to prevail upon the State of Ohio
and the State pushed the project forward. Although the transfer station plan seems to have
been abandoned, the episode made it apparent that the City needed a more effective response
to ward off threats to its neighborhoods than handwringing. The City CUFA, Communities
United for Action, the grassroots group instrumental in closing the Elda Landfill, proposed that
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Getting Past Handwringing
(Continued from page 1)

a city environmental justice ordinance might
do the trick.

Under the leadership of City Councilman David
Crowley, the City of Cincinnati formed an
Environmental Justice Task Force to design an
ordinance that would effectively put local
decisions in local hands. The Task Force
included city staff, attorneys, academic
scholars, the Chamber of Commerce,
environmental advocates, and interested
citizens.

The Task Force worked for four years to
produce a workable environmental justice
ordinance that would enable Cincinnatians to
protect themselves. The Environmental
Community Organization and Communities
United for Action were on board for the
duration.

So, in June 2009, the Cincinnati City Council
finally approved the new Environmental Justice

Ordinance. According to
new Environmental Justice Ordinance takes
effect on December 21, 2009. This first -in-the -

nation Ordinance generally requires new or
expanding industrial facilities to get an
Environmental Justice (EJ) Permit prior to
beginning operation. To get an EJ permit, the
facility must demonstrate that they will not
cause health problems for the surrounding
communities, using methodologies spelled out
in the Ordinance. 0

The Citybéds OEQ (Office o
Quality) has been working this summer to draft

the application  forms, application

instructions, and procedures needed to get

the ordinance up and running. In

November, these drafts will be released for
public comment. If you would like to

weigh in, contact the OEQ at oeg@cincinnati -
oh.gov and ask to be placed on the distribution

list.

ECO would like to thank the many members of
the EJ Task Force for their willingness to
abandon handwringing and to roll up their
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OEQ Works for Cincinnati
(continued from page 1)

Making sound decisions is best

accomplished by first obtaining sound
information. Sadly, some of the
Aiinformationo that has
during Cincinnatids re
been riddled with inaccuracies and
misunderstandings. Is OEQ a luxury or is

it core to the future success of the City?
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The weight of the evidence is that OEQ
serves a core function for the City.
According to the Tety
mission of the Office of Environmental

Quality (OEQ) is to lead Cincinnati City
Government and the larger community

toward sustainability and the practice of
good environment al
fact, OEQ has proved indispensible in
saving the city money in the short

and laying the foundation for more
efficient City government and better
conservation of our abundant local natural
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The OEQ has published
Reasons Why OEQ Exists,

The Top Ten
a list which

details their contributions. We recommend
that you read it. However, in terms of
economic cost and benefits to the City of
Cincinnati, we believe that our picture (the
graph on page 1) is worth a thousand
words. The Office of Environmental
Quality works f or the City
and it is working for you.
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Listening for Linda: Linda Briscoe, Community Activist, 1943 -2009

By Marti Sinclair

| first encountered Linda Briscoe more than a decade To read about Lindabs ca
ago. A speaker representing a government agency contribute to her memory, Google:

was giving a public presentation to a largely ACUFA Linda Briscoe Comn
professional audience. Throughout his talk on public Act i v(CUFA i8 Communities United
communication, despite his professional demeanor, for Action) or goto

his thinly disguised contempt for the public was http://www.cufacincy.org/about/

evident. That was when | spotted Linda. Her lindabriscoe.html

shoulders were shaking violently with derisive ##

laughter. Her silent fuming seemed to vibrate
through the room as she directed her defiant gaze

towards the podi um. I hadnét I
knew her.

To me, Linda was not a lighthouse guiding us Through Environmental Justice

through rocky shoals. To me, she was a foghorn X

cutting through murkiness, calling out to those 1 .

adrift, to the lost and the misguided, the hopeless
and the helpless, the unaware and the ignorant.
She called us all to set a course towards a fairer
shore, towards honesty, justice, fairness, and the
protection of our families, our communities, and our
planet. So, here in the fog of everyday life, | will

continue listenina for 1 inda
Seeking justice. Panelist Linda Briscoe of

Communities United for Action shares her group's
mission at the NIEHS Town Hall Meeting in Cincinnati.

Photo credit: Center for Environmental Genetics

Going Green Makes Cents Part 2:
(continued from page 5)

Finally, consider hypermiling, the skillful practice of

saving gas. My carpool buddy used MapQuest to

di scover that by checking off
of Aquickest routed when plotti
save $1.00/day in gasoline and take no longer!

Maybe some of your routine trips could be done for

less as well. If you want to go all in, take the

shortest route to the second hand shop to become

the first hypermiling frugalista on your block.
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Pizza Lovers Go Green

Environmental Community Organization has been urging the City of Cincinnati to strengthen
its recycling program for some time now. Now we have some new developments to report. A

multi-mi ' I i on doll ar upgrade at Rumpkeds Materi al Recov
Rumpke to increase the quantity of materials recycled and to accept additional materials as
wel | . Cincinnat.i residents using the Cityo6s curbsi

nine drop box recycling centers can now recycle

plastic bottles and jugs with the plastic caps removed. Pizza boxes without food residue are

al so now accepted. LaRosads lines their pizza boxes
recent press conference (pictured below) Mayor MarKk
Cincinnati is committed to increasing our diversion rate and reducing the amount of material

residents put into the waste stream. We are fortunate to have a business partner like

Rumpke Recycling that will go the extra mile to help

Other plastic containers such as margarine tubs are not accepted. Plastic bags are still not
accepted so keep on using your reusable cloth shopping bags!

Press conference on Thursday,
October 22, 2009 at the original LaRosa's on Glenway Avenue

left to right:
City of Cincinnati's Recycling Coordinator Sue Magness, Councilwoman Roxanne Qualls,

Councilman Greg Harris, Cincinnati Mayor Mark Mallory, Director of the Office of Environmental
Quality Larry Falkin, Jeff Rumpke, CEO of LaRosabds M



